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“At Lassen snow arrives early and stays late. Jagged features _ returns as forests shed their winter mantle. Once a summer 
are made smooth by deep blankets of snow, yet far below home and hunting ground for the Atsugwei, Yana, Yahi, and 
the surface, a fire still burns. Eroded volcanic remnants, Maidu, Kohm Yah-mah-nee or snow mountain (Lassen Peak) is 
U-shaped valleys, and roaring steam vents illustrate Earth’s still sacred land. 
endless cycle of creation and destruction. Woven into this 
dramatic landscape are timeless stories of survival, renewal, Explore this volcanic landscape—take a hike; listen to gurgling 
and discovery. mudpots and hissing steam vents; smell the sulfur springs; 

watch the Milky Way shimmer across the night sky; or perhaps 
Here, summer is a time of awakening—lakes thaw, wild- throw a snowball in summer. Create your own story in this 
flowers bloom in emerald meadows, and the bustle of life rugged wilderness. 


Nature is ever at work building and pulling down, creating and destroying, keeping 
aaa areata everything whirling and flowing... out of one beautiful form into another. 

John Muir, 1899 
Powerful Forces 
Lassen Volcanic National Park illustrates Earth’'s powerful 
forces. Every rock originated from volcanoes, and all four 


types—shield, composite, cinder cone, and plug dome— 
can be found here. 


LASSEN PEAK BROKEOFF MOUNTAIN _ 


Lassen Peak is one of the largest plug dome volcanoes 

in the world. Its last eruptions were between 1914 and 
1921, with the largest explosion on May 22, 1915. The 
eruptions, photographed by local businessman Benjamin 
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F. Loomis, paved the way for the creation of Lassen Volca- - . a ; = 
nic National Park on August 9, 1916. A shield volcano is a broad, rounded volcano built A cinder cone volcano is made up of loose volcanic A plug dome volcano forms when lava is too thick +A composite volcano has layers of volcanic rock, 
up by successive outpourings of very fluid lava rock, cinders, and ash that accumulate around a to flow great distances. A steam blast shattered lava, cinders, and ash that erupted from a central 
; ; , that can spread over great distances. Mount single vent. Cinder Cone volcano in the park Lassen’s plug, creating an avalanche of melted vent or group of vents. Brokeoff Mountain is a 
Scientists continue to monitor the landscape. No one can Harkness began forming approximately 600,000 formed during eruptions around 1650. snow and rock down the east side. remnant of the park’s only composite volcano, the 
say when or where the next eruption will occur, only that years ago. much larger Brokeoff Volcano. 
it will. 
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A Living Landscape Changing Ecosystems 


Boiling mudpots, steaming ground, roaring fumaroles, sulfurous gases... 
_, 4 44", J Rain and snow feed the ee Lassen lies at the crossroads of three biological provinces: the Cascade 
o, S SARE Bh BF @: hydrothermal (hot water) Range to the north, the Sierra Nevada mountains to the south, 
i ae | ry. , and the Great Basin desert to the east. This convergence 
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Steaming fumarole at Sulphur Works. Bumpass Hell boardwalk and basin. Boiling cauldron at Devils Kitchen in Warner Valley. 


Wilderness ...is a necessity of the human spirit. 


Edward Abbey ALL PHOTOS NPS UNLESS OTHERWISE CREDITED 
Wilderness is the heartbeat of Lassen. It can be 
heard in the rush of spring-fed streams, the hoot of 
a great horned owl, the gurgling of mudpots, and 
in the silence of winter snow. 


Life in this rugged landscape is intrinsically untam- 

able and dependent on the balance of natural 

systems, which, in turn, affect those living beyond 

the wilderness. Melting snow replenishes four | 
watersheds, providing clean water downstream, 3 , { 
while forested mountain slopes help clean the air. Pare Ene ee 
Lassen’s fragile ecosystems and their diversity of life Severe oe 
provide opportunities for education and scientific 

research, while the night sky, nearly unaffected by 

light pollution, glows with constellations, meteor 

showers, and the Milky Way. 


The majority of Lassen is managed as designated 

wilderness, a retreat from civilization. It is a place 
to embrace solitude, reconnect with nature, and 

find healing, significance, and meaning. 


ALISON TAGGART BARONE 


The Milky Way lights up the night sky over Chaos Crags. 2 8 = Ranger-led snowshoe programs are offered in the winter season. 


Planning Your Visit 


Information The park newspaper and website 
list area accommodations, services, seasonal 
activities, and wheelchair-accessible facilities. 
Get your free newspaper at park entrance sta- 
tions or on the park website. Maps and publi- 


Manzanita Lake Area 


Lassen 


cations can be purchased at Loom- 
is Museum (summer only) and 
Kohm Yah-mah-nee Visitor Center. 
An entrance fee is charged at park 
entrances. 


Thermal Warnings: Stay on estab- 
lished trails and boardwalks. In 
hydrothermal areas ground can 
look solid but it may actually be a 
thin crust hiding pools of acidic 


Pets Leashed pets are welcome 
on paved surfaces in parking areas 
and campgrounds only. They are 
not permitted in buildings or on 
trails. 


boiling water. Traveling off-trail 


Accessibility We strive to make 
our facilities, services, and pro- 


in these areas is illegal and may 
result in severe injury. Watch chil- 


Phones Cell phone coverage here 
is limited. Pay phones are located 


Things to Do 


Auto Tour The highway through 
the park offers access to trails, 
lakes, and volcanic and hydrother- 
mal features. The road guide is 
sold at the Loomis Museum and 
Kohm Yah-mah-nee Visitor Center. 
Speed limit is 35 mph or as posted. 
Do not stop on roadways; use the 


areas in lightning storms. ¢ Never 
hike alone. ¢ Pets are not allowed 
on trails or boardwalks. ¢ Stay on 
trails; take no shortcuts. ¢ Bicycles, 
motor vehicles, and all wheeled 
conveyances are prohibited on 
trails. Ask a ranger about wheel- 
chair use on trails. ¢ Rock climbing 


California fishing license and must 
know park regulations and limits. 


used on park lakes; engines of any 
type are not permitted. Boating is 
prohibited on Reflection, Emerald, 
Helen, and Boiling Springs lakes. 


Fishing and Boating Anglers need a 


Only non-power watercraft may be 


Lassen Volcanic Wilderness 


Congress has protected nearly 90 
percent of Lassen Volcanic National 
Park as wilderness under the 1964 
Wilderness Act. Lassen Volcanic 
Wilderness was designated in 1972, 


becoming one of the earliest wilder- 
ness areas in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System. Preserving wil- 


() Crossroads emigtant Trail _4 grams accessible to all. For details dren closely. at the Manzanita Lake Camper overlooks to view wildlife and is discouraged as volcanic rock is Kayak rentals are offered at Manza- derness shows restraint and humility, 
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